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Spiritual But Not Religious 

More people today claim to be “spiritual” than ever before. About a third of Americans identify themselves as “spiritual 
but not religious.” Why? 
 

This description appeals to so many because it is so vague. An accurate definition is hard to pin down. Exactly what does it 
mean to be spiritual? 
 

Dictionaries present similar definitions. According to dictionary.com, “spiritual” is: 
 of, pertaining to, or consisting of spirit; incorporeal. 
 of or pertaining to the spirit or soul, as distinguished from the physical nature 

 

Did that help? 
 

Spirituality focuses on a person’s spirit and inner life, providing greater leeway for individuals to define for themselves 
what it means to be spiritual. It’s the perfect vehicle for all the self-help tendencies in us. Often, people will speak of 
spirituality without reference to God or any higher authority. Spirituality is considered an inner path toward self-
actualization, a way to live by one’s deepest values. 
 

Still lost? 
 

“Spirituality” is a way for people to speak about “my truth” or to say “God is leading me on a different path” as though 
there are as many truths and paths as there are people. Hint: there aren’t.  
 

Honestly, for many, spirituality is an emphasis on “spiritual practices” leading to “spiritual” experiences – whatever they 
are… Individuals are allowed to determine for themselves what experiences are appropriate and desired. 
 

Therein lies a huge problem. There is no objective, absolute standard for this nurturing of the soul. People want to take 
theology – God’s clear, unchanging truths found in His Word – out of the pursuit/development of spirituality. Success is 
measured by how people feel. Transcendence, empowerment, control, and calm are all sought by the spiritual seeker. 
 

Sorry, but theology develops true spirituality. It must. Spirituality is not merely something to be studied and discussed, 
but lived. True spirituality is “the spirituality of the cross,” the way of Christ and his cross. Theology (Law & Gospel, sin 
and grace, Word and Sacrament) inform and empower every aspect of the Christian life, not in some nebulous, vague 
“spirituality,” but in a vibrant faith life that follows Jesus. 
 

Rather than look inward for faith and life with God, the Christian looks outward: “The Scriptures are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 3:15) “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20:31)  
 

Only the Spirit-filled Word of God creates true, lasting spirituality focused on Jesus and his grace. See you there, friends, 
at rich feast of Word and Sacrament! 
 

In Christ our Savior, 
Pastor Stephen Luchterhand 

THE TRINITY HERALD   
  

 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School 
 8781 Brunswick Rd,  Minocqua, WI 54548       
 715-356-2255      www.trinityminocqua.org 
 

Our mission at Trinity Lutheran Church is to teach the Word of God, to train believers for lives of Christian service, and to tell 
the good news of Jesus Christ to the Northwoods community and to the world. 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/spirit
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/spirit
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/nature
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 WORSHIP NOTES 

Please remember the 
following members and 
friends of Trinity in your 
prayers and your words of 
encouragement to them:  
 

 

Helen Anderson 
Carolyn Johnson 

Laura Lee 
Gregg Leidel 
Sheila Lemke 
Harvey Sadler 

Brandon Trapp 
Brett Wieting 

 

If you would like to be 
included on this prayer list 
in future newsletters 
please contact the church 
office. 

 

WORSHIP  AT  TRINITY 
 

 Sundays at  9:00 am     
 Mondays at 6:30 pm 

 

Online on our YouTube 
channel, @trinityminocqua. 

Heavenly Father, you are the Giver of every good and perfect gift.  Left to ourselves, we are 
spiritually poor and barren.  Through the poverty and suffering of your only Son and the 
sanctifying operation of your Holy Spirit, you make us rich in spirit and fruitful in life.  As you 
continually give us power to get wealth, so give us the wisdom and generosity to give a good 
portion of your gifts back to you.  Make us and all members of our congregation good stewards 
of our earthly treasure that we and many others may enjoy your heavenly treasures.  Give us a 
healthy national economy that we may labor and have the wherewithal to give to you willingly, 
cheerfully and regularly.  Lift our eyes to the fields white already to the harvest and fill our 
hearts with love to send reapers to the uttermost parts of the earth.  Let your blessing rest on us 
and all our efforts for you, for without you we can do nothing.  Amen.   

Zion, Rhinelander 
 Services on WCYE 93.7 FM 

at 9:00 am 
 

Christ, Eagle River 
 Services on WERL 950 AM 

at 10:00 am 

Time of Grace—Sundays 
 WSAW Wausau 6:30 am 
 FYI Network 6:30 am 
 Cowboy Channel 8:00 am 
 American Forces Network 

10:00 am  

 
OTHER AREA SERVICES 

 
PRAYERS                         STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

Texts and themes for March worship: 
 We’re in the midst of the Lenten season. For Sundays in Lent, our focus is “The Savior We 
Needed.” 

 March 5/6 = John 3:1-17  “The One and Only…For All” 
 March 12/13 = Romans 5:1-8  “Have We Forgotten What We’ve Been Given in Jesus?” 
 March 19/20 = John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39  “Sight for the Blind” 
 March 26/27 = 2 Kings 4:17-37  “It’s All Right” 

 

Mid-Week Lenten worship takes place every Wednesday at 4 p.m. Six different pastors will 
lead worship during the six weeks of Lent: our two pastors at Trinity as well as pastors from 
Christ Eagle River; Zion, Rhinelander; and St. John’s, Phelps. Series theme: “His Final Steps.” 

 March 1 = John 11 (selected verses)  “His Final Steps Led to a Tomb” 
 March 8 = John 12:1-11  “His Final Steps Led to a Dinner Celebration” 
 March 15 = Matthew 26:36-46  “His Final Steps Led to a Garden” 
 March 22 = Mark 11:12-14, 20-25  “His Final Steps Led to a Fig Tree” 
 March 29 = John 12:20-33  “His Final Steps Led to Some Greeks” 

 

A look ahead to Holy Week/Easter: 
 April 2/3 = Palm Sunday worship with Holy Communion  
 April 6 = Maundy Thursday worship with Holy Communion (6:30 p.m.) 
 April 7 = Good Friday worship (1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.) 
 April 9 = Easter Dawn (6:30 a.m.) 
              = Easter Breakfast (7:30-8:30 a.m.) 
              = Easter Festival Worship (9:00 a.m.) 

 

Setting Two Service in Christian Worship – Most weekend worship services in March will use 
the full “Setting Two” service in our new hymnal, except for the Gloria in Excelsis (which is 
omitted during Lent). We’ve dabbled in it the past couple of months, but will now immerse 
ourselves in it. To God alone be the glory! 
 

Worship Online: Sunday worship is recorded and posted online at our church website. You can 
also find the worship folder and a printed copy of the sermon there. Printed copies of each 
week’s sermon can also be found in the Fellowship Hall. Find us on YouTube© by searching the 
handle @trinityminocqua. Please subscribe and share! 

Flower Chart 
The new flower chart  for 2023 is available. If you would like to donate flowers 
during the year, you can sign up in the binder to the right of the picture window 
in the welcome center. There is the availability of two bouquets per week.  
Bouquets are now $30 each. Payments can be made in the box by the binder. 
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    BIBLE STUDY NOTES       

  MINISTRY UPDATES & INFORMATION   

The basketball team will end their 
season by participating in the Luther 
Prep Middle School Basketball 
Tournament on Friday and Saturday, 
March 3 and 4. In the past, Luther 
Prep has put the tournament 
information on their website. If you 
would like to  follow along and see 
how our team does in the 
tournament, go to www.lps.wels.net. 
There’s usually information on their 
home page or click “Activities” and 
then “K-8 Activities.” 
 

On March 5, there will be a 
congregational meeting to consider a 
proposal for Trinity School by adding 
a half-time teacher to the faculty. 
Please consider attending this 
meeting following worship. 
 

Please continue to keep Trinity  School 
in your prayers. This is YOUR SCHOOL. 
Please feel free to participate in any of 
the activities at Trinity. 

Upcoming Dates  
 

Friday, March 3 
No School  

 

Friday—Saturday, March 3-4 
Luther Prep Basketball Tournament 

 

Friday, March 10 
Hot Lunch 

 

Monday—Friday, March 13-17  
No School—Spring Break 

 

Friday, March 24 
End of 3rd Quarter 

 

Tuesday—Thursday, March 28-30 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 

 

Midweek Chapel 
Wednesdays at 8:30 am 

March 1, 8, 22, 29 
 

 
Midweek Chapel: Our midweek 
chapel services are held on 
Wednesdays at 8:15 am during the 
school year. The 
children continue 
to collect their 
chapel offerings to 
send to the 
Ukrainian Lutheran 
Church. 

 Congregational Meeting, Sunday, March 5th (10:30 a.m.)   
Please join us for this special meeting as we consider a 
proposal to expand the ministry of Trinity Lutheran School 
by adding a half-time teacher to our staff via a Divine Call. 
If the congregation approves, this meeting will also serve 
as a Call Meeting. 

 There will be a sign-up for Easter brunch/breakfast on April 9th. Look for it 
soon and see if you are able to serve/bring/participate! 

 Teen Group will NOT meet during March due to Pastor Luchterhand’s 
traveling to various churches to preach for Lenten services. We’ll meet again 
in early April. 

 Be sure to follow Trinity on Facebook. We’re putting content on the page 
several days each week. The Wednesday blog post can be accessed in three 
ways (church website, Facebook, email from church office). You can follow 
our “Where’s Marty?” campaign on Facebook and on Instagram at… 
trinitylutheranminocqua. 

 
             TRINITY SCHOOL NEWS 

 Sunday Bible Study continues with “Christians in Conflict.” 
Got conflict? What causes it all? And how does God want us 
to react to conflict? There are healthy and unhealthy ways to 
respond. Through this practical, Biblical study the Lord will 
lead us to apply biblical conflict-resolving principles to our 
own lives and to consider how every Christian can help to 
make peace. 

 Wednesday “Lunch Break” Bible study is on hiatus during the Lenten 
season. We’ll resume April 12th.  

 Pastor’s “Wednesday Encouragement” blog, continues to be found on 
Trinity’s Facebook page and on our church website. Pastors Luchterhand 
and Schwanke take turns writing this weekly devotion. You can also have 
this devotion sent to your email each Wednesday. 

 Sunday School (age 3 – 4th grade) continues to meet at 
10:15 a.m. Parents, make use of this opportunity to share 
God’s Word with your young children! Adults and children 
from 5th grade and up are invited to attend Sunday 
morning Bible Class. 

             FOLLOW  US  ON  SOCIAL  MEDIA 

Like us on Facebook   

    (Trinity Lutheran Church & School of Minocqua) 

Follow us on Instagram (trinitylutheranminocqua) 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel (Trinity Minocqua) 
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Next meeting: 

Friday, March 10 
 

For children  

ages 1-3 
 

 Held one Friday a month 

during the school year. 

 8:30-9:30 am in the 

school library 
 

There is no cost to attend.  

Children must be 
accompanied by a parent  

or caregiver. 
 

Questions?  
Call the church office at  

715-356-2255 or  
MeLissa Wieting at 608-617-7040.  

 
 
 

This Lenten season,  
join us as we explore Jesus’ 
final days before, during, 
and after his crucifixion.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Worship on Wednesdays  

at 4:00 pm 


