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CSI: Trinity 
Christ the Savior Investigation 

 

CBSôs CSI: Crime Scene Investigation shows were quite popular in the early 2000s, spinning 
off additional CSIs over a 15 year period.  Even if you were not a fan of the show, youôre 
probably familiar with the premise. Thereôs a crime scene, and a team of investigators use the 
latest high-tech tools to track down the guilty. DNA plays a large part in the investigations. 
 

During the weeks leading up to Christmas, weôre conducting a CSI: Trinity. CSI stands for 
ñChrist the Savior Investigation.ò Weôre looking to track down our Saviorôs human ancestry 
through the genealogies preserved in both Old and New Testaments.  Along the way, weôll 
reacquaint ourselves with some key ancestors in the line of the Savior, view the importance of 
our Savior being human as well as divine, and learn some powerful lessons about Godôs power 
and promise. 
 

So far, weôve tracked down several of Jesusô human ancestors: Enoch, Rahab, and Abraham. 
Today, with the help of our Trinity Lutheran school students, weôll deepen our search into the 
genealogy of the Savior with several brief ñinvestigations.ò We thank our students and teachers 
for working so hard during these challenging times to make this yearôs childrenôs Christmas 
program a unique blessed reality! Letôs investigate the evidence for a Savioré  
 

In Christ, 

 

 
Pastor Stephen Luchterhand 

Welcome to allðboth guest and member alike!  May our gracious God fill your heart with joy, 
peace, and hope through the message of forgiveness in our living Savior, Jesus Christ! 
 

¶ If you are in need of restrooms, they are located on the left as you leave church. 

¶ Parents please use the welcome center or church fellowship hall to quiet an upset child. 

¶ Please silence all cell phones and devices before worship. 

¶ Please limit your conversations in the sanctuary and narthex.   

¶ Please do use the welcome center to greet one another.   
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OPENING HYMN:   23   ñOh, Come, Oh, Come Emmanuelò 

    
 
Please stand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S  O   W 
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M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
 

M:  It is with great joy that we gather to celebrate the birth of our Savior. We remember that it 
was for our sin that he came into this world. With humble hearts let us come before our God 
in repentance, acknowledging our sinfulness and seeking his forgiveness.  

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am a sinner from birth and that I have 
offended you in what I think, what I say and what I do. Forgive me for my lack of love 
toward you and others. Throughout my life and especially at this Christmas season I 
have often failed to truly appreciate the gift of salvation won for me by the life and 
death of your Son, Jesus. Forgive my many sins and have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

M:  God our Heavenly Father has been merciful to us. We have redemption and forgiveness 
through the blood of his Son, Jesus, in accordance with the riches of Godôs grace. We are 
the people on whom Godôs favor rests.  

C:  Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

 
C  L   P 

 

M: Unto us a Child is born! 
C: Unto us a Son is given! 
 

M: Son of David, Son of God, 
C: Prophet, Priest and King, 
 

M: Root of Jesse, Key of David, 
C: Rock of Ages, Cornerstone, 
 

M: Dayspring dawning from on high  
C: Light of the world, 
 

M: Alpha and Omega, First and Last 
C: the Beginning and the End; 
 

M: The Good Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep, 
C: The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; 
 

M: Bread of Life, Righteous Branch 
C: The world's Redeemer, 
 

M: Bright Morning Star 
C: Love and Hope 
 

M: Immanuel, God with us, 
C: A Savior, who is Christ the Lord! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready 
for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
 

¡^ÓĊeĊ*ĝ© 
NÿÈÖÈČģĊIÿ©ĂvÆÚÚÏĊ'Ï^ĂĂ©Ă 

 
Narration  
 
CHILDREN:   391 vs. 1   ñGod Loved the World So That He Gaveò 
 

God loved the world so that he gave His only Son the lost to save 

That all who would in him believe Should everlasting life receive.  
 
Text: Heiliges Lippen . . . Gesangbuch, Stettin, c. 1778; tr. August Crull, 1845ï1923, alt. 

 
Narration and Recitation from Genesis 3:15. 
 
CHILDREN:   ñJesus Loves Meò vs. 2 
 

Jesus loves me! He who died Heaven's gate to open wide; 
He will wash away my sin, Let His little child come in. 
 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 
 

)^ĝÈ¡ 
NÿÈÖÈČģĊ3þ^¡©ĂĊ;-Ĕ 

 
Narration and Recitation from Psalm 23:1 and Psalm 2:6,7 
 
CHILDREN:   65 vs. 1   ñO Little Town of Bethlehemò 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835ï93, abr., alt. 
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ALL SING:   67   ñWhat Child Is Thisò 
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5Ă^È^Æ 
NÿÈÖÈČģĊ3þ^¡©ĂĊď-¹ 

 
Narration and Recitation from Isaiah 7:14 and Isaiah 11:1. 
 
CHILDREN:   47 vs. 1-2   ñBehold a Branch is Growingò 
 

Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace, 
As prophets sang, foreknowing; It springs from Jesseôs race 
And bears one little flowôr In midst of coldest winter, 
At deepest midnight hour. 
 

Isaiah had foretold it In words of promise sure, 
And Maryôs arms enfold it, A virgin meek and pure. 
Through Godôs eternal will This child to her is given 
At midnight calm and still  

 
Text: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, Kºln, 1599, abr.; tr. composite. 

 
Narration and Recitation from Isaiah 53:4-5. 
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:ÚĂ©éÆĊeĊ=^þģ 
NÿÈÖÈČģĊ3þ^¡©ĂĊĈ-  ̄

 
Narration and Recitation from Galatians 4:4-5 and Luke 2:1-7. 
 
CHILDREN:   60   ñSilent Night! Holy Nightò 
 

Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar; Heavônly hosts sing, Alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, loveôs pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792ï1848, abr.; tr. John F. Young, 1820ï85. 

 
Please stand. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:8-20 (EHV) 

There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock at 
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified! 10 But the angel said to them, ñDo not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy, which will be for all people: 11 Today in the town of David, a Savior was born for you. He 
is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.ò 13 Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly 
army, praising God and saying, 14 ñGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
mankind.ò 
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ñNow letôs 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.ò 16 So 
they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When 
they had seen him, they told others the message they had been told about this child. 18 And all who 
heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
DEVOTION Luke 2:19,20 
 

CSI: Trinity Trendingé 
 
 

Please stand. 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,  of one 
being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, 
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 
death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will  
 have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
THE LORDôS PRAYER   
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

T  S  
 

We believe that God comes to us with forgiveness in very tangible means as we participate in 
Holy Communion.  Because the Bible has convinced us that Jesusô body and blood are 
present in the Lordôs Supper, and that receiving this sacrament together is a public statement 
of complete oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we invite to the Lordôs Supper members 
of Trinity and guests from sister congregations of the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod).  If you are a member of another 
Lutheran denomination or another Christian church and would like to commune with us in 
the future, please speak with our pastor after the service and he would be delighted to 
explain what that entails.  We donôt want to be presumptuous and put you in the position of 
stating your agreement with our convictions before we have had an opportunity to explain 
them.  We do look forward to any opportunity to discuss the Christian faith with you. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, ñTake and eat; this is my body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.ò 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ñDrink from it, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.ò  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

¶ Pastor will wash, sanitize and mask prior to distribution 

¶ Please remain six feet apart as you approach the altar via the center aisle and as you 
commune; families may commune side-by-side 

¶ Wafer will be placed in communicantsô outstretched hands; Pastor will then step back 
and say, ñThe body of Christò and communicants may eat the wafer 

¶ Individual cups will be distanced from one another in the tray to avoid touching 
common surfaces; Pastor will then step back and say, ñThe blood of Christò and 
communicants may drink the wine 

¶ The blessing will be spoken, ñMay this strengthen and preserve youéDepart in peace.ò 
Please return to your seat via the side aisle 

 
Please stand 
 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We 
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.  

C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:   62 vs 1-2   ñJoy to the Worldò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


