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THE TRINITY HERALD  
notes and news from  
 

Trinity Lutheran Church and School 
8781 Brunswick Road, Minocqua, WI 54548 
715-356-2255       
www.trinityminocqua.org       
trinity@trinityminocqua.org 

 

Our mission at Trinity Lutheran Church is to teach the Word of God, to train believers for lives of  
Christian service, and to tell the good news of Jesus Christ to the Northwoods community and to the world. 

“And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son, 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”  (Luke 2:6-7, EHV) 
 

The King of Kings!  Born in a barn, right next to cows and chickens.  (Eww!  Germs!)   Wrapped in swaddling clothes, rag-strips 
of cloth only used by the poorest of the poor.  Then laid in a manger a feeding trough for cattle.  (Eww!  More germs!!)   
 

Does this seem right to you?  What if a famous, first century publicity firm had planned that first Christmas?  Would it have 
looked different?  Let’s explore that thought.   
 

Jesus would not have been born at Bethlehem! Why choose a sleepy little village, with one or two dirt roads, and inadequate 
"inn" capacity for visitors?  No!  Jerusalem instead!  Better yet Rome! That way the City of the Caesars could witness, at last, a 
real everlasting King!          
   

The stable?  Out!   The manger?  Out!  How can you put the sinless and pure Son of God in a barn?   A palace, instead!  In the 
master bedroom of Caesar’s palace, surrounded by silks and the softest pillows.           
 

To celebrate--how about a parade? Complete with marching bands and gigantic floats covered with peace lilies!  How about a 
color guard comprised of legions of Roman foot-soldiers?    
 

Even better, why not an entertainment extravaganza--something on the scale of a Super Bowl half-time show!   Our committee 
could secure a first-century Ariana Grande, Taylor Swift, and Ed Sheeran.  The blimp could hover overhead for those hoped-for 
aerial shots of the Messiah. Hundreds of cameramen and reporters could turn the birth of our Savior into a circus, and the 
grand finale could be a fireworks display and a laser-light show.            
 

But no human being, no publicity committee planned that first Christmas.  Our LORD did. So out with Rome, and back in with 
the sleepy little village of Bethlehem, a name that means “House of Bread.”  That’s a fitting birthplace for the Bread of Life de-
scended on His human side from King David.   
 

    Out with the palace and the silk pillows and back in with the stable, the manger and the  
    straw. Out with the Roman color guard and the marching bands, the camera-men and re 
    porters, and back in with the lowly shepherds on bended knee. Out with the blimp, the fire- 
    works and the laser-light show and back in with the heavenly chorus of angels.        
      

     Out with anything showy and spectacular. Back in with the simple and the serene.  
         For God planned that first Christmas so that the wrappings wouldn't overshadow  
             the gift.  
 

      And the gift?   The only Christmas gift every last one of us desperately  
      needs.  “And she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling 
       cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for  
       them in the inn.”    
 

              Privileged to serve, 
 

 
              Rev. Glenn Schwanke 
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    BIBLE STUDY NOTES         

 WORSHIP NOTES 

Please remember the 
following members and 
friends of Trinity in your 
prayers and your words of 
encouragement to them:  
 

 

Helen Anderson 
Family of John Giese 

Carolyn Johnson 
Family of Jack Lantta 

Laura Lee 
Gregg Leidel 
Sheila Lemke 

Family of Judy Rattenbach 
Harvey Sadler 

Peggy Schuenemann 
Family of Melvin Schwark 

Brandon Trapp 
Brett Wieting 

 

If you would like to be 
included on this prayer list 
in future 
newsletters 
please 
contact the 
church 
office. 

 

WORSHIP  AT  TRINITY 
 

 Sundays at  9:00 am     
 Mondays at 6:30 pm 

 

Online at 
www.trinityminocqua.org 
or our YouTube channel 

Dear Lord Jesus, you once sat over against the treasury to observe how your people gave.  You 
have caused your presence there in the Temple to be recorded that we might know that you are 
still concerned.  Grant to us the willingness and love that the poor window manifested who gave 
all that she had; and grant to us a proper concern like yours, that your children give as you have 
prospered them, that your coffers may be filled with the means to spread the gospel in the 
world, to maintain the ordinances of your house among us, and to provide the means whereby 
the sufferings of many may be alleviated.  In your name we ask this.  Amen.    

Zion, Rhinelander 
 Services on WCYE 93.7 FM 

at 9:00 am 
 

Christ, Eagle River 
 Services on WERL 950 AM 

at 10:00 am 

Time of Grace—Sundays 
 WSAW Wausau 6:30 am 
 FYI Network 6:30 am 
 Cowboy Channel 8:00 am 
 American Forces Network 

10:00 am  

 
OTHER AREA SERVICES 

 
PRAYERS                         STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

Upcoming texts and themes for December worship: 
 December 4/5 = Isaiah 11:1,2   “How to Pick the Perfect Christmas Tree” 
 December 11/12 = James 5:7-8   “Be Patient and Stand Firm!” 
 December 18/19 = Children’s Christmas Program = “The Perfect Plan”   Pastor’s brief  

Message - Romans 1:1-4   “Details Matter” 
 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day worship. Two entirely different services will be 
offered on these two joyful days! Please note especially the Christmas Eve time 
for worship! Here are the details: 

 Christmas Eve (One service at 4 p.m.)  Isaiah 7:10-14   “Christmas 
Presence” 

 Christmas Day (One service at 9 a.m., with Holy Communion)  Revelation 
12:1-5   “A Christmas Surprise” 

 There will be no worship service on Monday, December 26th.  
 

New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day worship. The same service will be held each day. Holy 
Communion will be offered at both services. Please note the different time for New Year’s Eve 
(Saturday) worship. 

 New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st at 4 p.m. 
 New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1 at 9 a.m. 
 There will be no worship service on Monday, January 2nd. 

 

Worship Online: Our service is recorded every Sunday and posted online at our church 
website. You can also find the worship folder and a printed copy of the sermon there. We now 
have a Trinity YouTube Page. Go to the YouTube website, use the handle @trinityminocqua 
and please subscribe and share! 

 Sunday Bible Study takes place at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday. Topic for our study (November 
27 & December 4): “Turning the Chapters of Life with Jesus.”  Pastor Schwanke will lead us 
through this practical, Biblical endeavor. There will be no Bible Study on December 11th 
due to a Special Congregational Meeting or on December 18th due to the Children’s 
Christmas Program. Bible study will resume Sunday, January 8th.  

 Wednesday “Lunch Break” Bible study (Wednesday, 12:15 – 1:15 p.m.): We’ll continue 
our study of the Holy Spirit through December 14th. 

 Pastor’s “Wednesday Encouragement” blog, continues to be found on Trinity’s Facebook 
page and on our church website. Pastor Schwanke has jumped into the rotation. You can 
also have this devotion sent to your email each Wednesday. 

 In-person Sunday School has concluded for the 2022-2023 school year. Wait, what? We 
do not have staff to lead our Sunday School from December through May. If you’re 
interested, please contact Pastor Luchterhand or Dean Farr. Lessons are sent home to 
students who attend public schools. 
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      MINISTRY UPDATES & INFORMATION 

December is here which means the 
students are busy memorizing and 
preparing for the upcoming 
Children’s Christmas Service. The  
service, A Perfect Plan, will be 
Sunday, December 18 at 9:00 am. 
The students in PK4—8th grade will 
be participating. 
 

Please continue to keep Trinity 
Lutheran School in your prayers. 
This is YOUR SCHOOL. Please feel 
free to participate in any of the 
activities at Trinity. 
 

Upcoming Dates  
 

Trinity Seedlings 
Friday, December 2 

8:30-9:30 am 
 

Friday, December 16 
Hot Lunch 

 

Sunday, December 18 
Children’s Christmas Service 

9:00 am 
 

Friday, December 23 through 
Monday, January 2, 2023 

No School—Christmas Break 

 

 
Midweek Chapel: Our midweek 
chapel services are held on 
Wednesdays at 8:15 am during the 
school year. This year, the children 
will be sending their mission money 
to the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. 
 

 Special Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 11 at 10:30 
am, following worship, to discuss a call proposal for Trinity’s school.  This call 
proposal is intended to meet the needs of all students at Trinity, especially 
the increasing number of students who are experiencing difficulties in one or 
more areas of study. Please make plans to attend.  

 Teen Group will meet the first Wednesday of December, (December 7th, 
6:15-8:00 p.m.). We’ll focus on the three D’s: Dinner, Devotion, Diversion 
(activities) with a heavy emphasis on Christmas activity and discussion. Please 
RSVP to the text message that will be sent. 

 There are a number of “Take Home” items available in the fellowship hall: 
 Meditations booklets (began November 27) 
 Christmas invitations 
 Advent devotional books from Martin Luther College (began December 1) 
 Special Ministries booklet, “Love in Action”  
 Printed copies of sermons from the past few weeks 

 Be sure to follow Trinity on Facebook. We’re putting content on the page 
several days each week. The Wednesday blog post can be accessed in three 
ways (church website, Facebook, email from church office). You can follow 
our “Where’s Marty?” campaign on Facebook and on Instagram at… 
trinitylutheranminocqua.  

 
             TRINITY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

Trinity’s Care Connection Ministry assists our 

members and their families facing illness or other hardships 

connect to services within our church and community.   

 assessment visits with members & families 

 training volunteers  

 respite for caregivers 

 rides to appointments, church or other needs 

 supportive phone calls 

 grocery shopping, preparing & delivering meals 
 

If you would like to learn how Trinity’s CCM might be able to 

assist you, please contact Pastor Luchterhand. This ministry will 

respect your privacy and will not seek compensation for services.   
 

If you are interested in helping with this ministry of please contact 

the CCM’s volunteer coordinator Carne Andrews, 715-225-5567. 

                           

Care Connection Ministry 

             FOLLOW  US  ON  SOCIAL  MEDIA 

Like us on Facebook   

    (Trinity Lutheran Church & School of Minocqua) 

Follow us on Instagram (trinitylutheranminocqua) 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel (Trinity Minocqua) 
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Flower Chart 
The new flower chart  for 2023 is available. If you 
would like to donate flowers during the year, you can 
sign up in the binder to the right of the picture window 
in the welcome center. There is the availability of two 
bouquets per week.  Bouquets are now $30 each. 
Payments can be made in the box by the binder. 

 

Offering Envelopes 
The offering envelopes for 2023 will be available in 
your church mailbox the weekend of December 
11. Please make sure that you take your box and 
not your “neighbors.” If you have any questions, 
please contact the church office.  

 

 

Next meeting: 

January 6 
 

For children ages 1-3 
 

 First Friday each month 

during the school year  

 8:30-9:30 am in the school 

library 
 

There is no cost to attend.  

Children must be accompanied by a 
parent or caregiver. 

 

Questions?  
Call the church office at 715-356-2255 or  

MeLissa Wieting at 608-617-7040.  

 

Upcoming Congregational 
Meeting 

 

Sunday, December 11 
To discuss the future needs of Trinity 

Lutheran School. 
This will be held in place of Bible Class at 10:15 am. 

Join us for Worship this  

Christmas season! 

 

Children’s Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 18, 9:00 am 

 

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24, 4:00 pm 

 

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25, 9:00 am 

 

There will be no Monday evening worship on  

December 26 or January 2. 


