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Easter Changes Everything 
 

Can we even remember what life was like before the coronavirus?  Before masking, social-distancing, and quarantining.  
Before our hospitals were overwhelmed.  Before over 1 million covid-related deaths in the US alone.  
 

And at the same time the virus was ravaging our nation, what about the riots that engulfed many of our nation’s cities?  
To see video footage of businesses vandalized and looted, cars set on fire, and violent clashes between police and 
protestors—didn’t that cause us all to weep and to pray for our nation? 
 

And what about The Equality Act passed by the US House of Representatives?  (February, 2021.)  This Act caused such 
distress among Bible-believing Christians that our WELS Synod President Mark Schroeder urged each of us to contact 
our representatives and Senators to express our concerns. 
 

Why?  As the Act stood, it seemed to contain no religious exemptions, so Bible-based churches like ours could be 
considered guilty of “hate speech” if we continued to proclaim what the Scripture says about marriage—one man and 
one woman for life.  So--for example--if we were to refuse to perform a gay marriage--that could be deemed 
discrimination.  Penalties could follow. 
 

And what about the public rest-rooms in our church?  Will they need to be “gender-neutral”?   
 

“Far-fetched!!  It will never happen,” you respond.   I wouldn’t be so sure.  For years, certain European countries have 
had laws in place that resulted in pastors being jailed because they preached that marriage is to be between one man 
and one woman. 
 

So what should we do?  Panic?  Allow ourselves to be gripped by pessimism and fear?   Hide behind locked doors?   No!   
Remember how Jesus’ first disciples spent time “behind locked doors because of their fear of the Jews.”  (John 20:19)   
Those disciples weren’t laying low because they were worried about losing their tax-exempt status, being fined, or 
serving jail time.  Rather, they had just witnessed their Master being crucified.  Would they be next? 
 

But then what happened?   “Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.”  (John 20:19-20) Joy replaced 
fear.  Easter changed everything for those disciples! 
 

Decades later the Apostle John explained, “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. . . I have written these 
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.”  (1 John 
5:11,13)  Nothing could pry John’s eyes away from his living Savior!  Not imprisonment on the Island of Patmos.  Not 
the frailty of extreme old age.  Confidence replaced fear.  Easter changed everything for John!   
 

I pray the same for us.  Joy, confidence, and hope replacing our fear, “For we know that the one who raised the Lord 
Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and bring us (together with you) into his presence.”  (2 Corinthians 4:14)  Easter 
changes everything for you and me!  
 

He is risen!  He is risen, indeed! 
 

Rev. Glenn Schwanke 
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 WORSHIP NOTES 

Please remember the 
following members and 
friends of Trinity in your 
prayers and your words of 
encouragement to them:  
 

 

Helen Anderson 
Carolyn Johnson 

Nancy Kremsreiter 
Laura Lee 

Gregg Leidel 
Sheila Lemke 
Harvey Sadler 

Peggy Schuenemann 
Brandon Trapp 
Brett Wieting 

 

If you would like to be 
included on this prayer list 
in future newsletters 
please contact the church 
office. 

 

WORSHIP  AT  TRINITY 
 

 Sundays at  9:00 am     
 Mondays at 6:30 pm 

 

Online on our YouTube 
channel, @trinityminocqua. 

Gracious Father, you have given us the blessing of many gifts, many talents, and much treasure.  
Help all of us in our congregation to use all that we have in your service.  Help us to pool the 
resources of our health and wealth, our affluence and influence for the good of the church and 
the welfare of many according to your will and for the sake of Jesus, our Lord.  Amen.    

Zion, Rhinelander 
 Services on WCYE 93.7 FM 

at 9:00 am 
 

Christ, Eagle River 
 Services on WERL 950 AM 

at 10:00 am 

Time of Grace—Sundays 
 WSAW Wausau 6:30 am 
 FYI Network 6:30 am 
 Cowboy Channel 8:00 am 
 American Forces Network 

10:00 am  

 
OTHER AREA SERVICES 

 
PRAYERS                         STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

Got plans for Easter? Beyond food, decorating, baskets, and worship? Beyond 
worship? Did I really just write that? I did, indeed. No doubt you will attend 
Easter worship to thrill to the news of Christ’s resurrection – we all will, faith 
needs the encouragement. Here’s a challenge: invite someone to Easter 
worship. Whom will you invite to Easter worship? Bring ‘em to Good Friday 
worship, too! If you and I need the message of the forgiveness of sins and life 
after death, surely everyone we know needs this. Easter Sunday is April 9th. 
 

Holy Week and Easter worship…(We’ll have an Easter Brunch in-between the Easter services) 
 April 2/3 Palm Sunday =  Matthew 21:1-11  “His Final Steps Led to a Donkey” 
 April 6, Holy Thursday (6:30 p.m. w/ Holy Communion) = Mark 14:12-26   “His Final 

Steps Led to the Upper Room” 
 April 7, Good Friday (1:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.) = Luke 23:26-33  “His Final Steps Led to the 

Place of the Skull” 
 April 9, Easter Dawn (6:30 a.m.) = Revelation 19:11-16  “King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords!” 
 April 9, Easter Festival (9:00 a.m.) = John 20:11-18  “His First Steps Led Outside His 

Tomb” 
 **Please Note: Each service on Easter will be unique; come to the empty tomb twice! 
 

Texts and themes for April worship (post-Easter): 
“Living Hope in a Hostile World” is the theme we’ll carry through the Easter season. Hope can 
be hard to find. Hope often fails to materialize. Hopes are dashed quite easily. A fallen, hostile 
world excels at crushing hope. In the resurrection of Jesus Christ, however, God’s people have 
hope. This hope is real. It is certain. It is relentless. This six week Easter season series will feature 
Scriptures from 1 Peter (the assigned New Testament readings for the season, Series A) as well 
as other Scriptures that Peter either wrote or “lived” through. Peter’s perspective is truly one 
that offers “living hope in a hostile world.” 

 April 16/17 = John 20:19-23  “Christian: Here’s Your Job Description!” 
 April 23/24 = 1 Peter 1:17-21  “Dare to Be Different” 
 April 30/May 1 = 1 Peter 5:1-8  “A Lasting Gift” 
 May 7/8 = 1 Peter 2:4-10  “You Be You” 
 May 14/15 = 2 Timothy 1:5  “Just Like Mom Used to Make” (Mother’s Day) 
 May 21/22 = Acts 1:1-11  “txt4u”  (Confirmation/Ascension focus) 

 

Worship Online: Sunday worship is recorded and posted online at our church 
website. You can also find the worship folder and a printed copy of the sermon 
there. Printed copies of each week’s sermon can also be found in the Fellowship 
Hall. Find us on YouTube© by searching the handle @trinityminocqua. Please 
subscribe and share! 

Flower Chart 
If you would like to donate flowers during the year, you can sign up in the binder 
to the right of the picture window in the welcome center. There is the availability 
of two bouquets per week.  Bouquets are now $30 each. Payments can be made 
in the box by the binder. 
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    BIBLE STUDY NOTES       

  MINISTRY UPDATES & INFORMATION   

It’s hard to believe, but we just 
wrapped up the 3rd quarter of the 
school year. We’re in the home 
stretch of the school year which will 
conclude at the end of May. 
 

Trinity called Mrs. Wendi Bennett to 
serve as our preschool teacher next 
year. This will reorganize the current 
staff as: K-1 Mrs. Wieting, 2-3 Miss 
Schmidt, 4-6 Mrs. Wetterau, and 7-8 
Mr. Wieting.   
 

As we begin to wrap up this school 
year, we are already starting to plan 
for the 2023-2024 school year. If you 
are, or know of someone interested 
in what Trinity Lutheran School has 
to offer, please contact the school 
office at 715-356-2255. We’d be 
happy to have you talk a teacher or 
give you a tour of the school. 
 

Please continue to keep Trinity  School 
in your prayers. This is YOUR SCHOOL. 
Please feel free to participate in any of 
the activities at Trinity. 

Upcoming Dates  
 

Sunday, April 2 
Children sing for Palm Sunday 

 

Friday, April 7 & Monday, April 10 
No School—Easter Break 

 

Friday, April 14 
Trinity Seedlings 8:30-9:30 am 

 

Friday, April 28 
Hot Lunch 

 

Midweek Chapel 
Wednesdays at 8:30 am 

April 5, 12, 19, 26 
 

 

Midweek Chapel: Our midweek 
chapel services are held on 
Wednesdays at 8:15 am during the 
school year. The children continue 
to collect their chapel offerings to 
send to the Ukrainian Lutheran 
Church. 
 

 Call News: Mrs. Wendi Bennett has accepted the Lord’s call through Trinity 
to teach half-time in our PreK program for the 2023-2024 school year! This 
will alleviate some of the classroom load for our full-time teachers. 

 Also, Mr. Michael Wieting (our principal and 6th-8th grade teacher) and Mrs. 
MeLissa Wieting (PreK 3 & 4 teacher) have received calls to serve similar 
roles at St. Paul’s Lutheran School in Howards Grove, Wisconsin. Please keep 
the Wietings and their family in your prayers! Also keep God’s people at St. 
Paul’s Luther in Howards Grove and here at Trinity in your prayers. May the 
Lord’s will be done! 

 There will be a sign-up for Easter brunch/breakfast on April 9th. Look for it 
soon and see if you are able to serve/bring/participate! 

 Teen Group will meet on Wednesday, April 5th from 6:15-8:00 p.m. We’ll 
focus on the three “D’s” = Dinner, Devotion, and Diversion. 

 Be sure to follow Trinity on Facebook. We’re putting content on the page 
several days each week. The Wednesday blog post can be accessed in three 
ways (church website, Facebook, email from church office). You can follow 
our “Where’s Marty?” campaign on Facebook and on Instagram at… 
trinitylutheranminocqua. 

 At the end of March our Where’s Marty? (on Trinity’s Facebook and 
Instagram pages) journey reached two years! 104 consecutive weeks of 
sharing pics of “little Marty” and sharing Luther quotes and Scriptures to 
encourage. Where will he show up next? 

 
             TRINITY SCHOOL NEWS 

 Sunday Bible Study continues with “Christians in Conflict.” 
Got conflict? What causes it all? And how does God want us 
to react to conflict? Keys to dealing with conflict include 
remaining in the Word, remembering God’s grace and 
forgiveness, and continuing to practice humility. Join us for 
this continuing study! 

 Wednesday “Lunch Break” Bible study (12:15 p.m.) resumes April 12th with 
our continuing study of “The Parables of Jesus.” 

 Pastor’s “Wednesday Encouragement” blog, continues to be found on 
Trinity’s Facebook page and on our church website. Pastors Luchterhand 
and Schwanke take turns writing this weekly devotion. You can also have 
this devotion sent to your email each Wednesday. 

 Sunday School (age 3 – 4th grade) continues to meet at 10:15 a.m. Parents, 
make use of this opportunity to share God’s Word with your young children! 
Adults and children from 5th grade and up are invited to attend Sunday 
morning Bible Class. 

             FOLLOW  US  ON  SOCIAL  MEDIA  

Like us on Facebook   

    (Trinity Lutheran Church & School of Minocqua) 

Follow us on Instagram (trinitylutheranminocqua) 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel (Trinity Minocqua) 
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Next meeting: 

Friday, April 14 
 

For children  

ages 1-3 
 

 

 Held one Friday a month during the school year. 

 8:30-9:30 am in the school library 
 

There is no cost to attend. Children must be 

accompanied by a parent or caregiver. 
 

Questions? Call the church office at 715-356-2255 or  
MeLissa Wieting at 608-617-7040.  

 

 

 

Palm Sunday—April 2 & 3 
  

Maundy Thursday—April 6 
Service at 6:30 pm—Holy Communion will be served 

  

Good Friday—April 7 
Services at 1:00 and 6:30 pm 

  

Easter Sunday—April 9 
Easter Dawn at 6:30 am & Easter Festival at 9:00 am 

 A light Easter breakfast will be served between services. 
 

There will be no Monday evening worship on April 10. 


