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Our mission at Trinity Lutheran Church is to teach the Word of God, to train believers for lives of Christian service,
and to tell the good news of Jesus Christ to the Northwoods community and to the world.

WHAT TO GIVE UP FOR LENT
What are you giving up for Lent? I, for one, am perfectly willing to give up sushi for Lent…and cottage cheese. And
kombucha…no problem giving that up. Wouldn’t be hard for me since I don’t like any of these items. Ask me to give up an
afternoon of work to go snowshoeing or bike riding (come on, Spring!) or get my musky fishing gear ready for summer–
I’m there! Seriously.
Someone has suggested saying the Lord’s Prayer and doing an ab crunch for each word. The new version of the Lord’s
Prayer, without “arts” and “Thys” and “Thines” is the shortest, only 60 words. 60 abs? Can you do 6? I’m afraid…
Honestly, will giving up chocolate or credit cards or social media for a week – no, a day, well make that just an hour – help
me focus on my Savior, aid in my spiritual growth? How serious are such sacrifices?
They’re not all that serious. So here’s something we ought to give up for Lent: sacrifices. Our sacrifices – silly or serious,
short-term or long-term – ought never be the focus of our spiritual life. Let’s give up our so-called sacrifices to focus on
the one sacrifice that matters – the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
At the time of Isaiah, God had had it with Israel’s so-called sacrifices. Their emphasis was on the doing, what they do for
God, not what God does for them. Listen. “Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why do we afflict ourselves, but you are
not aware?” (Isaiah 58:3a) Can’t you just hear the pouting in their voices? It might even carry over to our voices. “We’re
doing the right things, God, are you watching us? Are you noticing? We’re even in the right place at times – in church. So
many other things I could be doing, but I’m here…for you.
Phony faith. Outward show. Dramatic sacrifices drenched in the language of spirituality but devoid of proper motivation.
It looks good. People are impressed. God is not. He calls such empty “sacrifices” rebellion and sin. He calls for repentance.
He calls us to turn away from what we do, and from what others do – and focus only and always on what he has done
through his Son Jesus Christ.
Ash Wednesday and Lent help us to do this. Our focus is on Jesus and his journey to the cross, his sacrifice without
compare: his perfect sinless life and his innocent blood-shedding death – all carried out for you and me. His one sacrifice
wipes out all of our phony sacrifices, every one of our sins.
Personally, I’d rather not give up something to commemorate Lent. Other than sin and failure, of course. And anything
that smacks of me offering some sort of pseudo-sacrifice that pales in comparison to what Jesus has done. Thanks to
Jesus, we can give all that up daily.
Here’s one suggestion for the 40 days of Lent. Take on something extra. Not an extra TV show to binge watch or overtime
hours at work. Take on something extra that enables you to spend more time focusing on Jesus and his sacrifice. More
time in the Word – worship, Bible reading and study; carve out more prayer time; and look for at least one more way to
serve, to show the love of Jesus. The word “sacrifice” won’t even come to mind – not when you have the mind of Christ.
To God alone be the glory!
Pastor Stephen Luchterhand
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PRAYERS

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

Please remember the
following members and
friends of Trinity in your
prayers and your words of
encouragement to them:

Heavenly Father, you are the Giver of every good and perfect gift. Left to ourselves, we are
spiritually poor and barren. Through the poverty and suffering of your only Son and the
sanctifying operation of your Holy Spirit, you make us rich in spirit and fruitful in life. As you
continually give us power to get wealth, so give us the wisdom and generosity to give a good
portion of your gifts back to you. Make us and all members of our congregation good stewards
of our earthly treasure that we and many others may enjoy your heavenly treasures. Give us a
healthy national economy that we may labor and have the wherewithal to give to you willingly,
cheerfully and regularly. Lift our eyes to the fields white already to the harvest and fill our
hearts with love to send reapers to the uttermost parts of the earth. Let your blessing rest on us
and all our efforts for you, for without you we can do nothing. Amen.

Helen Anderson
John & Diane Giese
Carolyn Johnson
Laura Lee
Gregg Leidel
Sheila Lemke
Harvey Sadler
Family of Harlow Scherf
Brandon Trapp
If you would like to be
included on this prayer list
in future newsletters
please contact the church
office.

RADIO SERVICES
If you are unable to make it
to worship, you may listen
to one of our sister
congregations
services
through local radio stations
on Sunday mornings.
Zion, Rhinelander
Services on WYCE 93.7
FM at 9:00 am
Christ, Eagle River
Services on WERL 950
AM at 10:00 am

WORSHIP AT TRINITY
Sundays at 9:00 am
Mondays at 6:30 pm
Sunday Bible Class &
Sunday School at 10:15 am
Online at
www.trinityminocqua.org

WORSHIP NOTES
During the season of Lent, our sermon series is entitled, “Crushed”
 March 6/7 (Lenten Sundays begin) = 1 Samuel 17:4-11,32-40,45-49 “Whose Fight Is It
Anyway?”
 March 13/14 = Luke 13:31-35 = “Sound of a Broken Heart”
 March 20/21 = Luke 13:1-9 “Do You Hear the Call to Repentance?”
 March 27/28 = Romans 8:1-10 “Get a Life!”
 April 3/4 = Matthew 6:33 “First Things First”
 April 10/11 (Palm Sunday) = Isaiah 42:1-9 “Inevitable Endgame”
Mid-week Lenten services begin on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd. Two services will be held that
day. Holy Communion will be offered. The remaining five Wednesdays will have one service each
week at 4 p.m. Our focus: “Divine GPS.” We’ll visit various coordinates of place and time where
God recalibrated a hopeless and lost humanity:
 March 2 (Week 1, Ash Wednesday) = Genesis 3:15 “The Garden of Eden”
 March 9 (Week 2) = Genesis 9:8-17 “Noah”
 March 16 (Week 3) = Genesis 22:1-18 “Abraham”
 March 23 (Week 4) = Psalm 23 “David”
 March 30 (Week 5) = Isaiah 53:3-6 “The Old Testament Gospel”
 April 6 (Week 6) = Malachi 4:1-6 “Malachi”

Worship Online: Our service is recorded every Sunday and posted online at our church
website. This is usually done by Monday morning, sometimes earlier. Thank you for making use
of this technology to “go deep” in the Word. You can also find the worship folder and a printed
copy of the sermon there.
Printed copies of each week’s sermon are available online and in the fellowship hall just
outside the sanctuary. Use these to review and to share!
New hymnal update – Hymnals have arrived. They’ll be placed in the pews this month and put
to use!
Luther Prep Singers will join us for 9 a.m. worship on March 20 th. Make plans to enjoy this
special singing. They’ve made us a part of their Spring Break tour. That weekend will be a busy
one for them: Rhinelander (Sat. eve), Minocqua (Sunday 9 a.m.) and Eagle River (Sunday, 11
a.m.). The group will need housing for Saturday night. We’ll split this duty with Zion,
Rhinelander. Expect more info in February bulletins and announcements.
FLOWER CHART: Thank you to everyone who have signed up to donate flowers
to help beautify our church during worship. If you would like to be part of this, sign
up in the book which is currently on the table in the fellowship hall. There are
plenty of dates still available. Each bouquet is $28 and you can take it home after
the Monday evening service. If you have any questions, please call the office.
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BIBLE STUDY NOTES


Sunday morning (10:15 a.m.) – “The Book of Ephesians: One Holy Christian
Church” An in-depth study of Paul’s doctrine-filled letter to the Christians at
Ephesus.



Wednesday “Lunch Break” Bible study at 12:15 p.m. – “Jeremiah:
Perseverance in Hope”
During the Lenten season, this study is on hiatus. We’ve covered the first 23
chapters of the book. We’ll resume after Easter.



Pastor’s “Wednesday Encouragement” blog, continues to be found on
Trinity’s Facebook page and on our church website. You can also have this
devotion sent to your email each Wednesday.

MINISTRY UPDATES & INFORMATION




On February 20th, Trinity called Rev. Glenn Schwanke to serve here as a parttime pastor in retirement. Pastor Schwanke is currently serving at Peace
Lutheran in Houghton, MI. He will retire from fulltime ministry at the end of
June and move to Eagle River. Keep Pastor Schwanke in your prayers as he
deliberates the Divine Call sent to him. May the Lord’s will be done!
A teacher call meeting will likely take place in early March. Miss Katie
Wentker (teacher of K-2) has accepted a call to St. John’s Lutheran School in
Maribel, WI. Michael and MeLissa Wieting recently returned their calls to a
WELS school in Redding, CA. They will continue their faithful service in our
midst.



No Youth Group meeting in March due to Ash Wednesday. We’ll resume
our regular get-togethers in April. This is the time teens should be deciding
whether or not to attend this summer’s WELS Youth Rally scheduled for
June 28-July 1 at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN. We’ll need final
decisions in April, no later than Easter.



Be sure to follow Trinity on Facebook. We’re putting content on the page
each weekday. My Wednesday blog post can be accessed in three ways
(church website, Facebook, email from church office). You can follow our
“Where’s Marty?” campaign on Instagram at… trinitylutheranminocqua.



Registration is now open for Taste of Missions, a hybrid event that will be
held on Saturday, June 11, 2022, at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in
Mequon, Wis. Join us in person OR online to get a "taste of missions" no
matter where you might be around the world.



Registration is now open for Taste of Missions, a hybrid event that will be
held on Saturday, June 11, 2022, at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in
Mequon, Wis. Join us in person OR online to get a "taste of missions" no
matter where you might be around the world. It’ll be a fun day of ethnic
food from our mission fields, fellowship with our home and world
missionaries, and activities for the entire family. Virtual attendees will be
able to watch all events via livestream and view additional video updates
and recipes from missionaries on the website. You can find all the details
and the full itinerary at tasteofmissions.com

TRINITY SCHOOL NEWS
Congratulations
to
Trinity’s
basketball team as they took 2nd in
the Northwoods Classic Basketball
Tournament! Now, the basketball
season is quickly winding down as
the only games left are the Luther
Prep Middle School Tournament.
Our team will be traveling to
Watertown March 11-12 to
participate.
March brings spring break! Trinity
will be on spring break March 1418. Please keep in mind that the
office will have abbreviated hours
during that week.
Please keep Trinity Lutheran
School in your prayers. Even if you
don’t have a student at the school,
YOU are part of the school. Please
feel free to participate in any of
the activities at Trinity.

Upcoming Dates at Trinity
Friday, March 4
Trinity Seedlings
8:30-9:30 am, School Library
Friday-Saturday, March 11-12
Luther Prep Middle School
Basketball Tournament
March 14-18
No School—Spring Break
Friday, March 25
End of the 3rd Quarter
Tuesday-Thursday, March 29-31
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Midweek Chapel: Our midweek
chapel services are held on
Wednesdays at 8:15 am during the
school year. This year, our mission
offerings will go to Children's
Hospital of Wisconsin in Milwaukee.

Check out and like our Facebook page at Trinity Lutheran
Church and School of Minocqua, WI and our Instagram at
trinitylutheranminocqua and follow us.
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LWMS will hold their
convention June 23-26 in
Rochester, NY.
If you are interested in
attending, take time to
look at the information
found on the table in the
fellowship hall.

SUNDAY, MARCH 20
During our 9 am worship service
Holy Communion will be served on March 27 instead of March 20.

For children
ages 1-3
First

Friday of every
month during the school
year
8:30-9:30

am

Meet

in the school
Library

Saturday, April 9
9:00—11:45 am
For children age 3 through 4th grade.
There is no cost to attend!
Watch for registration information coming soon!

Next Meeting:
March 4
All are welcome to
attend and
bring a friend!
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