A FRESH START (OR NOT?)
Whether we’re ready or not, 2023 offers a fresh start. What is the biggest danger to a fresh start? Consider Proverbs
24:30-34…
30

I passed by a lazy man’s field and by a vineyard that belonged to a senseless man. 31 It was overgrown with thistles
and covered with weeds. Its stone wall was broken down. 32 When I saw this, I took it to heart. I observed and learned a
lesson: 33 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—34 and poverty will come on you like a
prowler, and scarcity will come like a warrior.
The vineyard here represents your life, body and mind, talents and abilities, relationships, possessions, your soul. Let’s be
honest, there’s a pinch of procrastination in every one of us. There may be parts of your vineyard that are flourishing, but
there’s likely a section or two where the weeds are getting high, the thorns are taking over, and the wall is in disrepair
due to neglect. Maybe finances are doing OK, but your marriage is untended. You’re doing great at work, but home life is
a different story. On the outside, everything looks put together, well-managed, but your soul is shriveling away inside.
Don’t procrastinate. Don’t put off working in a part of your vineyard/life where attention is needed. A guy goes to the
house where he grew up and knocks on the door. Because he hadn't been there for 20 years, he finds himself getting
sentimental. He asks the owners if he can walk through the house, and while in the attic, he finds an old jacket of his. He
puts it on, reaches into the pocket, and pulls out a stub. It's a receipt from a shoe repair shop referencing shoes he’d
never picked up 20 years before. On a whim he decides to go to the shoe repair shop. Just to be funny, he takes the
receipt out and hands it to the guy behind the desk, saying, "Are my shoes ready?" The guy goes back to the workroom
for a minute, comes back to the counter, and says, "Come back a week from Thursday."
That's the mind of the sluggard/procrastinator: always saying, "A week from Thursday." We don’t say, “Never,” we say, “A
week from Thursday.” I need to take care of my body better – I’ll start next week. I need to get my finances in order, I’ll
start that next paycheck. I need to get in better spiritual shape, but I’m really busy right now – the kids, work, whatever,
there’s always something. The danger is not that I say “never,” it’s that I say, “Not right now, a week from Thursday,” thus
avoiding what God wants me to address right now.
Don’t make excuses. Sluggards specialize in this, making excuses to avoid work. “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little
folding of the hands to rest.” (v. 33) Some excuses are absurd. Proverbs is filled with them. (22:13) – “The sluggard says,
‘”There is a lion outside!” or “I will be murdered in the streets!” These are reasons he can’t go to work. Really? (26:1416) “As a door turns on its hinges, so a sluggard turns on its bed. The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he is too lazy
to bring it to his mouth. The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who answer discretely.”
Seek God’s strength as you enter the New Year. In Word and Sacraments, the Lord offers help and guidance for all
resolutions, and the power to beat back procrastination.
God bless you and yours,
Pastor Stephen Luchterhand
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PRAYERS

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER

Please remember the
following members and
friends of Trinity in your
prayers and your words of
encouragement to them:

Heavenly Father, it is indeed an honor to be allowed to serve you. As your servants we are quite
aware of our shortcomings and inabilities, and we humbly pray that you would fill us with a
greater measure of your Spirit. In all our endeavors may we seek only the honor of your holy
name, and the welfare of those who need the sharing of our love. Let no task be considered too
small for our devotion, and grant that our courage may not falter when we face those larger
opportunities which can be laid hold of only by fervent prayer. Remind us that with you nothing
is impossible, and that without you nothing is worthwhile. Let our good deeds be symbols of
gratitude for what you have done for us, and grant that when our work is finished we may all
stand in your presence to enjoy you in your glory. In the Savior's name we ask this. Amen.

Helen Anderson
Family of John Giese
Carolyn Johnson
Laura Lee
Gregg Leidel
Sheila Lemke
Harvey Sadler
Peggy Schuenemann
Brandon Trapp
Brett Wieting
If you would like to be
included on this prayer list
in future newsletters
please contact the church
office.

OTHER AREA SERVICES
Zion, Rhinelander
Services on WCYE 93.7 FM
at 9:00 am
Christ, Eagle River
Services on WERL 950 AM
at 10:00 am
Time of Grace—Sundays
WSAW Wausau 6:30 am
FYI Network 6:30 am
Cowboy Channel 8:00 am
American Forces Network
10:00 am

WORSHIP AT TRINITY
Sundays at 9:00 am
Mondays at 6:30 pm

WORSHIP NOTES
New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day worship. The same service will be held each day. Holy
Communion will be offered at both services. Please note the different time for New Year’s Eve
(Saturday) worship.
 New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st at 4 p.m.
 New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1 at 9 a.m.
 There will be no worship service on Monday, January 2nd.
Texts and themes for January worship:
The Epiphany season of the church year begins in January. Jesus makes a number of first
appearances during this season. We see him carrying out the work of our Savior. We’ll follow the
overall theme of “Jesus Appears.”
 January 8/9 = Isaiah 42:1-7 “This Servant Will Not Let You Down!”
 January 15/16 = John 1:29-41 “You’ve Got to Be Kidding!”
 January 22/23 = 1 John 2:3-11 “How Do My Beliefs Impact My Life?”
 January 29/30 = 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 “The Paradox that Punctures Pride”
Worship Online: Sunday worship is recorded and posted online at our church website. You can
also find the worship folder and a printed copy of the sermon there. Printed copies of each
week’s sermon can also be found in the Fellowship Hall. Find us on YouTube© by searching the
handle @trinityminocqua. Please subscribe and share!

BIBLE STUDY NOTES


Sunday Bible Study resumes on Sunday, January 8th. Topic for our study: “The Book of
Ruth: A Love Story.” There’s more to this story than “boy meets girl” or “man meets
woman” (Boaz & Ruth). Deep down, it’s the story of God’s love for his people. It’s the
story of God’s love for you.



Wednesday “Lunch Break” Bible study resumes on Wednesday, January 4, 12:15 –
1:15 p.m.) We’ve got two more lessons concerning the Holy Spirit. Both center on the
“gifts of the Spirit.”



Pastor’s “Wednesday Encouragement” blog, continues to be found on Trinity’s
Facebook page and on our church website. Pastors Luchterhand and Schwanke take
turns writing this weekly devotion. You can also have this devotion sent to your email
each Wednesday.



In-person Sunday School (age 3 – 4th grade) has concluded for now. We do not have
staff to lead our Sunday School at this time. If you’re interested in serving in this way,
please contact Pastor Luchterhand or Dean Farr.

Online at
www.trinityminocqua.org
or our YouTube channel
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MINISTRY UPDATES & INFORMATION


The January Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29 th
at 10:30 am. It’s an opportunity to hear updates and plans for our shared
ministry at Trinity Lutheran Church and School.



Teen Group will meet the second Wednesday of January,
(January 11th, 6:15-8:00 p.m.). We’ll focus on the three D’s:
Dinner, Devotion, Diversion (activities). Please RSVP to the
text message that will be sent.



Wild Game Feed is returning on Friday, January 27th. Trinity will be hosting
its 7th Wild Game Feed from 5:00-8:00 pm in the church fellowship hall.
Hunters and gatherers are encouraged to prepare a favorite dish to share
featuring the bounties of this year's harvest. Details upcoming!



Be sure to follow Trinity on Facebook. We’re putting content on the page
several days each week. The Wednesday blog post can be accessed in three
ways (church website, Facebook, email from church office). You can follow
our “Where’s Marty?” campaign on Facebook and on Instagram at…
trinitylutheranminocqua.



Pastor Luchterhand is away from the office until January 8th. Please reach
out to Pastor Glenn Schwanke for any spiritual needs, visitation, or counsel.

TRINITY SCHOOL NEWS
January brings a lot of
new things here at
Trinity
School!
Basketball practices
and games begin. We
invite you to any of
our home games.
Grades 6-8 will be participating in a
Geography Bee on January 10. On
January 13, we will have our
Kindergarten Round-up / 3rd & 6th
grader for a morning. If you know
anyone who would be in K, 3rd, or 6th
grades next fall, have them contact
Mr. Wieting so they can join us.
Please continue to keep Trinity
Lutheran School in your prayers. This
is YOUR SCHOOL. Please feel free to
participate in any of the activities at
Trinity.

Upcoming Dates

THANK YOU
A very heartfelt Thank You to everyone for the prayers, words of
encouragement, and gifts that you have given us this past year.
Your kindness does not go unnoticed. We all appreciate it more
than you know!
The Faculty and Staff of Trinity Lutheran Church & School

VOLUNTEER REQUEST: Our Kindergarten—Grade 2 classroom is
looking for a few people who would like to take an hour or two a
week to read with the students. We are planning for an hour in
the afternoon two to three times a week (if morning is preferred,
that can be worked into the schedule). If this is something that
you’d be interested in participating in, please contact Miss Lynn
Schmidt, in the evenings, at 715-358-0156. In order to volunteer
at Trinity Lutheran School, a background check would need to be done.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Like us on Facebook
(Trinity Lutheran Church & School of Minocqua)
Follow us on Instagram (trinitylutheranminocqua)
Subscribe to our YouTube channel (Trinity Minocqua)

Classes Resume
Tuesday, January 3
Trinity Seedlings
Friday, January 6 8:30-9:30 am
Tuesday, January 10
Grade 6-8 Geography Bee
Friday, January 13
Kindergarten Round-Up / 3rd & 6th
Grader for a Morning
End of 2nd Quarter
Tuesday, January 17
Home Basketball vs. Our Savior’s,
Wausau 5:00 pm
Thursday, January 19
Home Basketball vs. Zion,
Rhinelander 4:30 & 5:30 pm
Friday, January 20
Hot Lunch
Tuesday, January 31
Home Basketball vs. Peace, Antigo
5:30 pm
Midweek Chapel: Our midweek
chapel services are held on
Wednesdays at 8:15 am during the
school year. This year, the children
will be sending their mission money
to the Ukrainian Lutheran Church.
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WILD GAME FEED
FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2023
Doors open at 5:00 pm

Trinity will be hosting its 7th Wild Game Feed.
This is a chance for the hunters and gatherers of the congregation
to share the bounty of their harvest and join for an evening of fellowship.
5:00 pm Appetizers and Fellowship
6:30 pm Presentation by Ryan Piorkowski

5:45 pm Dinner and Trivia
7:00 pm Door Prizes & Photo Winner

All members invited to attend whether you are a hunter, gatherer or neither.
Sign up on the sheet in the fellowship hall.
Indicate what you’ll be bringing & how many will attend. Bring a photo, new or old, to share!

Upcoming Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, January 29

Hear reports and plans from Trinity
Church and School
This will be held in place of Bible Class at 10:30 am.

Next meeting:
January 6
For children ages 1-3

Flower Chart
The new flower chart for 2023 is available. If you would
like to donate flowers during the year, you can sign up
in the binder to the right of the picture window in the
welcome center. There is the availability of two
bouquets per week. Bouquets are now $30 each.
Payments can be made in the box by the binder.

Offering Envelopes
The offering envelopes for 2023 are available in
your church mailbox. Your number should be the
same as last year. Please make sure that you take
your box and not your “neighbors.” If you have any
questions, please contact the church office.




First Friday each month
during the school year
8:30-9:30 am in the school
library

There is no cost to attend.
Children must be accompanied by a
parent or caregiver.
Questions?
Call the church office at 715-356-2255 or
MeLissa Wieting at 608-617-7040.
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